
To: Renewable Advisory Board

From: Janice McClanaghan,
Energy Office

Date: August 5, 2003

Subject: Update

The following is the monthly update for the Renewable Energy Fund:

1. Solar on Schools RFP – We are making changes to a previous RFP to select a
contractor for several new 2 kW school installations during FY 2003.  Of the three
pending school installations, two have received engineering approval and are ready
for installation.   The equipment has been paid for out of the pre-FY 2003 budget and
is in storage at Solar Works in NH.

2. Wind RFI – The subcommittee is meeting on 8/7 to discuss the responses to the RFI.
The Advisory Board will be advised of the subcommittee’s recommendations at the
August meeting.

3. PV RFP – The PV RFP has been circulated.  The deadline for applications is
September 15.

4. Clean Energy States Alliance (CESA) Public Education Project – The Fund has
provided $50,000 of the approximately $450,000 budget for this project.  Five state
funds in the Northeast are participating in this project to develop advertising
“collateral”, i.e., branding, and print, tv and radio advertisements for renewable
energy.  The purpose of having a multi-state project is for cost sharing and to develop
advertising that is durable and consistent from state to state.  An RFP was circulated
to ad agencies (including RDW and Duffey and Shanley in RI), and four firms were
shortlisted (neither RI firm made the short list).  The four advertising agencies will
make presentations and one will be selected during August.  The advertising agency
will then select a market research firm that will have the task of determining what
messages are most effective in reaching potential renewable energy consumers.  The
market research will be used to develop the advertising collateral.  The scheduled
project completion date is February 2004.

5. Small Wind – Two 10 kW residential wind projects have been approved for
incentives by the Fund.  James Grasso is developing both projects (at two separate
locations).  The grants are in the amount of $2/watt or $20,000 each times two
projects, or $40,000.

6. Warwick Public School – The Warwick Schools energy manager, Bob Cerio, would
like to have a 2 kW PV system and a small wind turbine installed at the Toll Gate
Complex which includes a career technical center which is partially state-funded and



draws students from all over the State.  The installations would be used for teaching
students about renewable energy systems.  Bob Cerio is looking for significant grant
funding – up to 90 percent of the cost of the wind installation and participation in the
Solar on Schools program for the PV (the Fund requires a $1000 payment from the
schools participating in the Solar on Schools program, and provides a grant for the
balance.)

7. NESEA – NESEA has requested grant funding as follows:

a. $1000 Bronze sponsorship for the Sustainability Workshop Series.  Two
workshops, one of which is already scheduled, would be held in RI.  The
scheduled workshop will be held August 16 at Noel Rowe and Abby Barber’s
homestead (the house is pictured on the NESEA website).  The topic is
maintenance and repair of customer-sited solar and wind systems.  The second
workshop would be held in Fall 2003 and the topic would be chosen by the
Fund from established offerings such as (Note: the last three topics could only
be offered only if an instructor was available to come to RI):

 i.  PV 101
 ii. Green Building and Remodeling
 iii. High Performance Buildings
 iv. Building Integrated PV
 v. Opportunities for Wind in the NE
 vi. Passive Solar Design.

The Sustainability Series was included in the Green Buildings Open House
sponsorship last year.  As a result, sponsoring the Sustainability Series this
year will result in an additional expenditure of $1000 by the Fund for
NESEA programs.

b. $2500 Bronze Sponsor to the Green Buildings Open House.  The Fund
provided this level of sponsorship last year, however, included in the Open
House sponsorship was the Sustainability Series (see a.)

c. $5000 Bronze Sponsor to the NESEA Building Energy Conference, March
2003 in Boston.  This level of sponsorship was provided last year, and, in
addition, partial scholarships for students and first-time attendees to the
Conference totaling approximately $3500 were paid for by the Fund.

d. The total requested funding including scholarships is $12,000, or $8500
before scholarships.


